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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte  Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo.

Goodness what a busy and altruistic community you are! Carbury volunteers have organised  many different 
fundraising events throughout the year including fun-runs, Halloween events,  and the ‘Darkness Into Light’ walk.  
You even managed to persuade the Easter Bunny and Santa to make personal visits to the children in your 
community.   
This has helped to ensure you have great support from all generations and the different businesses and groups in 
the village.  

Thank you for your entry form and it was great to have all the additional information including your Biodiversity 
Action Plan and your Long-Term Plan. This has meant that you are focused and strategic in your work.  You also 
have good advice especially for wildlife and habitats in your area.  Have you a community suggestion box or how do 
residents feed ideas into your work?  

You have been very successful in securing funding.  For example the enhancement work and the installation of the 
sheep bike stands, which were admired.  And you also received funding to plant a box hedge at the main 
roundabout.  You have been in discussions with LEADER about potential grants and fundraising to develop 
playground and best wishes success for this. 

In this, your seventh year of participation in this national competition, it is great to see that you have a strong 
understanding of the breadth of work across all adjudication categories.
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The Castle Inn was nicely presented and draws the eye into the centre of the village.  We particularly loved the 
colour of the front door, which was also incorporated into the flowers in the window and hanging boxes.  The nearby 
garage (Hurst’s) was one of the tidiest garages ever seen in Ireland! 

The Church was also nicely presented and its walls and grounds in and around the area also looked very well.  

The corner building opposite the dispensary had a very striking, distinctive circular room  - how unusual.  It is 
protected through listing on the Protected Structure list, as is a house near the Church.  They are some more 
protected buildings and monuments in the area.   You can find more details in the interactive map at 
www.archaeology.ie You are commended for approaching the council with your concerns regarding the old 
dispensary to stop it falling into disrepair.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2022
Adjudication Report

Centre:

County:

Category:

Ref:

Mark:

Date(s):

296

Maximum

Mark

Community – Your Planning and Involvement

Streetscape & Public Places

Green Spaces and Landscaping

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality

Sustainability – Doing more with less

Tidiness and Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

80

80

80

55

55

90

55

55

45

37

41

26

17

51

33

34

284

Mark

Awarded 2021

TOTAL MARK 550 296

Community – Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanáil agus Rannpháirtíocht:

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach & Áiteanna Poiblí:

Mark

Awarded 2022

13/07/2022

 



www.archaeology.ie You are commended for approaching the council with your concerns regarding the old 
dispensary to stop it falling into disrepair.

Landscaping and floral displays in the village are very nice and make a strong statement.  We particularly liked the 
flowers underneath the public information board.
You have a lovely communal area in the village centre.  There are attractive murals,  a sculpture, a segregated litter 
bin and information about the history in the wildlife of the area.  What a lovely gathering place.  

The Tree of Hope is a lovely legacy to plant for future generations.  Do loosen its support stay as it is rubbing its 
bark, and if left could cause some long-term damage.  Your floral displays looked nice.  It was noted that you have 
hanging baskets on your street lamps.  It should be mentioned that TidyTowns adjudicators we were contacted by 
ESB previously to advise community groups to try and deter from this due to safety concerns of the mixture of water 
and electricity. 

A minor point is that monbretia had been planted.  This is considered invasive by Transport Infrastructure Ireland so 
please make sure this plant is not allowed to spread and is kept within edged flower beds.  

One of your major projects has been the development of your wildflower meadow.  You have purchased native 
seeds and have planted this.  Well done - these are difficult to maintain in the long term as the strimmings need to 
be removed year-on-year to reduce nutrient load.  Year three is a hard year so keep up the effort!  There is also 
some great free advice in the resources section of www.pollinators.ie on how to manage wildflower areas, and 
indeed create them using the natural seed stock in the soil. 

As well as the displays of daffodils in the spring you can add snowdrops and crocuses to this as they offer food for 
pollinators at this time of the year. 

We can see where you've planted some cordylines for a structure but maybe look at a native alternative that is more 
suitable to Irish weather.  

Overall the quality of landscaping was very high.  There's passion for this amongst the community.

We saw bird boxes around the village.  You've been monitoring these and from this have published a nesting map.  
What a good project!  
 
It could be time to upgrade some of the bird boxes.  Do consider where you position some of these bird boxes as 
they like to be a little sheltered and away from direct sunlight.  There is great guidance available from 
www.birdwatchireland.ie on the style and position of bird boxes.  

We loved your mural and lots of wildlife was incorporated into this including native badgers, bats, birds and 
ladybirds.   Maybe create an activity for visiting children – eg. how many species can you count? 

We were delighted to read in your entry form that you are removing laurel hedging.  This plant offers little for wildlife.  
Where possible it should be replaced with native hedging that looks well and fit into the surrounding and benefits 
wildlife..

Overall you continue to develop some lovely aspects of work for this category of the competition.

You have both residents and scheme members that help with litter control.  Well done to the many volunteers that 
helped with the four major clean-up days, including many younger members of your community.    You have also 
considered other aspects of littering including dog fouling, removal of random posters and painting of fences.  

On adjudication day a stray cable tie was noticed on a telegraph post that needed to be removed. Do also watch 
that any flags and bunting are not allowed to deteriorate.  We were surprised with the tone of some of the signage 
outside the Church and wondered if some of the signs could possibly be more discreet in their colour and position.  
Maybe you've had problems in this area?

This competition is about reusing and recycling and minimising the impacts of everything we do, and promotion of 
the circular economy.  You have installed rainwater harvesting and you have a trailer and water tank with which you 
water your lovely planters and hanging baskets. 

The new bike stands were admired and make for a lovely community feature.  They are so pretty it seems a shame 
to lock a bike to them! Is this a bus stop? Are there bike stands near the bus route/road? 

You also provide eco-friendly tableware at your annual barbecues.  One idea seen elsewhere it is where party 
packs have been provided for families to borrow so that plastic plates and cups and bowls can be shared across the 
community as needed to celebrate birthdays and other events.  You've also purchased your own barbecue.  Have 
you thought about building a pizza oven in your community park for public use?

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



outside the Church and wondered if some of the signs could possibly be more discreet in their colour and position.  
Maybe you've had problems in this area?

Public lighting has been installed to encourage safe walking around the village. 
An adjudication day one of the small cottages was in the process of renovation and was looking fantastic. 
Congratulations on the design to the architect and also to the builders here making such a nice job.  

Around the new bike stands, there are some lovely traditional stone farm buildings and gorgeous wrought iron gates 
that are really nicely maintained.  Opposite a home was beautifully presented with lots of fun and eye-catching 
toadstools and fairy playgrounds to enjoy.

This is a strong category for Carbury.  Arriving into the village there is a strong sense of place. The lovely stone barn 
with red painted doors catches the eye.  The bog-oak monument looked well, as did the signs explaining that the 
mowing regime is bee friendly.  It was particularly nice to see ferns and other plants growing on the stone walls and 
the approaches into the village.  There is great continuity of payment through village of Carbury also.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

The motto on your freshly painted wall says ‘all hands on to keep our village tidy’ and it's certainly has been all 
hands on in the run up to adjudication day. It was a pleasure to explore Carbury and after just seven years in this 
National Competition you have advanced in leaps and bounds.


